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[image: ]I was born on April 1st many years ago. It has been a wonderful birthday, albeit somewhat challenging at times due to it also being April Fool’s Day. My experience with this day is that it can bring unexpected and not always appreciated attention. This year April 1st is also Easter.  Interesting combination Easter and April Fool’s Day!  
Maybe it would be helpful to know how April Fool’s Day began. Well, the exact story is difficult to ascertain.  Claire Powell and Dave Collett, who put together a little background information for those trying to understand the British culture, wrote this: ‘What is April Fool’s Day and what are its origins? It is commonly believed that in medieval France, New Year was celebrated on 1 April. Then in 1562, Pope Gregory introduced a new calendar for the Christian world, changing New Year to 1 January. With no modern communications, news travelled slowly and new ideas were often questioned. Many people did not hear of the change, others chose to ignore it, while some merely forgot. These people were called fools. Invitations to non-existent ‘New Year’ parties were sent and other practical jokes were played. This jesting evolved over time into a tradition of playing pranks on 1 April. The custom eventually spread to England and Scotland, and it was later transported across the Atlantic to the American colonies of the English and French. April Fool’s Day has now developed into an international festival of fun, with different nationalities celebrating the day in special ways.’  
I don’t know whether you are a lover of playing pranks or someone who’s wary of being a fool, I admit, I am the latter.  When our children were little, as soon as they figured out what April Fool’s Day was I told them since it was my birthday they were welcome to play pranks on anyone but me! And to their credit they allowed this day to be prank-free for me all these years. 
I think one of my favorite April Fool’s Day stories, is the one my parents told me about.  That last week in March, there was spring snow storm, not unlike what we just experienced here in WV. My mother was nine months pregnant and due any day. Drifting snow had caused the roads to close. They were snowed in. Thankfully, the weather warmed up by the end of week so that when my mother went into labor, she and my Father were able to get to the hospital in time. I was born on Friday, April 1st. This lovely story cheered me up when I wondered why I had to be born on the day of pranks!
[image: ]This year I will share this illustrious day with the greatest foolishness of all! I really think God must have a delightful sense of humor. The dear women, Mary Magdalene and the others go to the tomb to properly prepare Jesus’ body only to find the stone already moved and no body there! They, of course were not laughing but were horrified and so very sad! Mary turns to the supposed gardener standing behind her and demands to know where he’s put him! What a sweet surprise to find out the Gardener was none other than the Risen Christ, her Lord Jesus! Sadness gives way to shock, gratefulness and wonder all rolled together. Thankfully, this was not a trick being played on Mary or the other women but a world changing event forever breaking the hold of Death and Evil overturning the notion that the Son of God could be overcome forever because of a cross with some nails and a spear to his side. Jesus proved there is nothing in heaven or earth or anything else that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Nothing will ever destroy the Light of the World, the Living Water, the Love that is strong as death. 
I am excited this year to share my birthday with Easter as we celebrate God’s Holy foolishness, Resurrection Day on the day of pranks, April 1st at Gerrardstown Presbyterian Church in Gerrardstown, WV. Hope you will join us in Worship at 11am!  
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